63d  Congress 
2d  Session 


SENATE 


j  Document 
\  No.  422 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS 


REPORT 

SUBMITTED 
TO  THE 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

I, 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  SERVICES  PERFORMED  BY  THE  GALVES¬ 
TON,  SAN  LUIS,  AND  VELASCO  LIFE-SAVING  CREWS 
IN  RESCUING  AND  SUCCORING  VICTIMS  OF 
FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS 
IN  DECEMBER,  1913 


By 

S.  I.  KIMBALL 

GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
THE  LIFE-SAVING  SERVICE 


; 

r_ 


PRESENTED  BY  MR.  SHEPPARD 

February  3,  1914. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing 
February  13,  1914. — Reported  favorably  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


WASHINGTON 


# 


>  ■>  ■>  ®  ’  1 
3  ^  3 

o  5  w  5 
3  3  3 

}  )  3  3  3 


3  0  3v3  .1  »  >  * 

3  3  3  3 

3  3  1  t*  J 

5  O  O  D  > 

3  >03  3  3 


0  3),  3  0  J  '  ° 

Q  □  O  )  I>  *>  t  'J  * 

I  ID  ">  1  ’  >  1  T  5  1  J 

w)  ‘>  O  f  3  D  3  I  t' 

33*>°  3  33  3  O  »  “> 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS. 


Treasury  Department, 

Life-Saving  Service, 
Washington ,  January  81,  1914. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services 
performed  by  crews  of  the  Life-Saving  Establishment  in  rescuing  and 
succoring  victims  of  flood  caused  by  the  overflow  of  the  Brazos  and 
Colorado  Rivers,  Tex.,  in  the  early  part  of  December,  1913. 

It  appears  that  unprecedented  rains  in  the  latter  part  of  November 
and  the  early  days  of  December,  1913,  swelled  the  waters  of  the 
Brazos  and  Colorado  Rivers  to  such  volume  that  the}?'  broke  through 
their  levees  and  actually  joined,  covering  a  stretch  of  territory 
estimated  to  have  been  fully  40  miles  wide  and  almost  entirely  in¬ 
undating  several  counties  of  the  State,  doing  great  damage  and 
causing  the  loss  of  a  number  of  lives. 

The  relief  committees  organized  at  various  points  to  save  life  and 
property  and  care  for  persons  left  by  the  flood  without  food  and 
t,  shelter  rendered  invaluable  emergency  service.  One  of  these  was  the 
V  Galveston  central  flood  relief  committee  of  the  Galveston  Commercial 
C  Association,  through  whose  efforts  large  consignments  of  supplies 
\  were  forwarded  into  the  flooded  territory  and  parties  organized  and 
i  equipped  for  rescue  and  relief  work. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  committee  named  that  the  Life- 
Saving  Establishment  could  be  of  service  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  undertaken  by  it  on  behalf  of  the  flood  sufferers,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  Harry  A.  Black,  sent  a  telegram  to  Hon. 
Morris  Sheppard,  United  States  Senator,  under  date  of  December  5, 
stating  that  a  message  had  been  received  by  the  committee  requesting 
that  motor  boats  be  sent  from  Galveston  to  Bryan,  Tex.,  for  the 
preservation  of  persons  endangered  there.  Senator  Sheppard  at 
once  communicated  with  the  department,  and  asked  that  the  Gal¬ 
veston  life-saving  crew  be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  place 
named. 

In  compliance  with  the  senator’s  request,  a  telegram  was  sent  to 
Supt.  William  A.  Hutchings  of  the  ninth  life-saving  district,  with 
headquarters  at  Galveston,  giving  him  authority  to  send  into  the 
flooded  territory  as  many  of  the  life-saving  crews  of  his  district  as 
the  situation  seemed  to  require. 

It  happened  that  at  this  time  Supt.  Hutchings  was  in  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Cal.,  whither  he  had  gone  to  obtain  medical  treatment  for  a 
malady  that  resulted  in  his  death  on  December  14,  1913.  In  his  ab¬ 
sence  the  message  from  the  department  was  received  by  Herman  A. 
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Lenz,  clerk,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  superintendent’s  office,  who 
advised  the  department  under  date  of  December  5  as  follows: 

'  l  '  •  <■  '  ■  •  ,  ..  c  f  t  C< 

Keeper  Galveston  station  left  this  p.  in :  for  Bryan,  Tex.,  with  six  men  (four  regular 
crew  and  two  ex-surf  men)  by  special  train,  with  power  surfboat  and  Monomoy  boat. 
Station  in  charge  of  three  of  crew  and  three  men  from  revenue  cutter.  Superintend¬ 
ent  out  of  city.  Conferred  with  association.  Will  wire  if  more  assistance  needed. 


It  would  seem  that,  although  hundreds  of  miles  away  from  the 
inundated  district  and  mortally  ill,  Supt.  Hutchings  had,  neverthe¬ 
less,  kept  himself  informed  as  to  the  flood  situation,  for,  under  date 
of  December  8  he  telegraphed  to  the  department  from  Los  Angeles, 
as  follows : 

Here  quite  ill.  Expect  Brazos  flood  reach  vicinity  Velasco  station  great  force. 
Have  telegraphed  keeper  exhaust  every  effort  to  save  life  and  property. 


This  telegram  was  the  last  official  act  performed  by  Supt.  Hutch¬ 
ings. 

I  rom  December  4  to  21,  inclusive,  the  aflairs  of  the  district  super¬ 
intendent’s  office  were  looked  after  by  Clerk  Lenz,  who  appears  to 
have  discharged  in  a  highly  creditable  manner  the  special  duties  he 
was  called  upon  to  perform,  which  required  him  to  cooperate  with 
the  Commercial  Association  and  assist  in  the  preparations  that  were 
made  for  sending  men  and  boats  into  the  flooded  regions. 

Altogether,  three  regular  life-saving  crews  and  a  relief  expedition 
from  Galveston,  headed  by  Lieut.  B.  G.  Birdsall,  navigating  officer 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Meade,  performed  special  flood  service. 

The  first  relief  expedition  sent  out  was  accompanied  by  Keeper 
James  F.  Phillips,  of  the  Galveston  Life-Saving  Station,  and  six  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  crew.  This  party  left  Galveston  by  special  train  on  the 
evening  of  December  5  for  Bryan,  about  150  miles  distant  from  Gal¬ 
veston.  They  returned  to  Galveston  December  12,  having  covered 
fully  300  miles  in  the  course  of  their  work,  saved  a  total  of  134  lives, 
and  supplied  food  to  114  persons  found  destitute. 

On  December  8,  during  the  absence  of  Keeper  Phillips,  an  urgent 
call  was  received  at  Galveston  for  assistance  at  Richmond,  Tex.  To 
enable  the  Commercial  Association  to  respond  to-  this  appeal,  the 
U.  S.  S.  Meade ,  lying  in  harbor  at  Galveston,  proffered  the  use  of  her 
boats.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  a  party  was  quickly  made  up, 
consisting  of  38  volunteer  boatmen,  two  regular  members  of  the  Gal¬ 
veston  station  crew — surfmen  J.  A.  Singer  and  William  J.  McIntosh — 
whom  Keeper  Phillips  had  left  behind,  and  a  member  of  the  crew  of 
the  revenue  cutter  Windom.  This  party,  under  the  direction  of  the 
two  surfmen  named,  operated  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  Rosenberg, 
and  Orchard.  It  was  on  duty  in  the  flooded  territory  from  the  9th 
to  the  14th,  and  rescued  157  persons. 

Cn  December  12  word  reached  the  Commercial  Association  that  the 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  Quintana  and  Velasco  were  starving  and 
in  danger  of  drowning,  the  crest  of  the  flood  having  by  that  time  ap¬ 
proached  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River.  To  meet  this  call  for  assist¬ 
ance  Clerk  Lenz  dispatched  the  power  lifeboat  and  a  dinghy  of  the 
Galveston  station  to  the  San  Luis  Life-Saving  Station.  The  boats 
were  loaded  with  stores  furnished  by  the  Commercial  Association. 
Instructions  were  sent,  also,  to  the  keeper  of  the  station  last  named 
to  be  prepared  to  head  an  expedition  into  the  inundated  region.  The 
boats  from  Galveston  having  reached  the  San  Luis  station  on  the 
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night  of  the  12th,  Station  Keeper  Charles  H.  Corbel  and  several  boat¬ 
men  set  out  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  for  the  mouth  of  the  river 
mentioned.  The  party  returned  to  the  San  Luis  station  on  the  18th, 
having  rescued  22  persons  and  afforded  succor  to  162. 

On  December  9  Keeper  John  P.  Steinhart,  of  the  Velasco  Life- 
Saving  Station,  acting  under  instructions  received  from  District  Supt. 
William  A.  Hutchings  (as  above),  left  Velasco  with  two  boats’  crews 
for  rescue  and  relief  work  along  the  Brazos.  During  their  absence 
from  their  station,  which  continued  until  the  14th,  this  party  of 
boatmen  operated  in  the  neighborhoods  of  Bonney,  Anchor,  Angle- 
ton,  Columbia,  Brazoria,  and  Thompsons.  From  the  14th  to  the 
17th  Keeper  Steinhart  and  his  regular  crew  performed  flood  service 
in  the  vicinity  of  Velasco.  He  and  the  men  working  under  his 
direction  saved  178  persons  and  furnished  relief  to  58. 

Upon  receipt  at  the  department  of  information  of  the  death  of 
Supt.  Hutchings,  Capt.  Byron  L.  Reed,  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service, 
on  detail  as  assistant  inspector  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  life-saving 
districts,  with  headquarters  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  was  directed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Galveston  and  assume  charge  of  the  office  of  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  He  reached  Galveston  on  December  21. 

Under  date  of  December  19  he  was  instructed  by  the  department 
to  submit  a  report,  showing  in  detail  the  flood  service  performed  by 
the  life-saving  crews  and  those  who  were  associated  with  them  in 
their  work.  His  report  follows. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  REED. 

The  heavy  rainfall  in  the  south  central  part  of  Texas  in  the  latter 
part  of  1913,  and  particularly  late  in  November  and  early  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  which  brought  the  average  of  precipitation  for  the  year  to  full 
measure,  following  a  dry  summer,  filled  the  basins  of  the  Brazos  and 
Colorado  Rivers,  broke  through  and  overflowed  the  levees  at  differ¬ 
ent  points,  and  caused  floods  of  unprecedented  height  that  overspread 
a  large  area  embracing  many  counties.  It  is  estimated  that  nearly 
900  square  miles  of  territory  were  inundated,  causing  a  loss  of  several 
millions  in  farm  and  village  property,  and  about  200  lives. 

Although  this  gathering  of  the  waters  had  been  foreseen  and  warn¬ 
ing  given  to  the  people  upon  the  farms  in  the  river  bottoms,  the 
inhabitants  did  not,  except  in  a  few  instances,  seek  safety  on  higher 
ground.  The  levees  had  always  before  kept  the  high  water  within 
bounds  and  they  had  faith  in  these  protecting  barriers  to  restrict  and 
confine  the  river  as  usual.  The  rainfall  continued,  however,  for  many 
days.  The  land  became  saturated  and  the  rivers  filled  and  over¬ 
flowed  their  banks,  and  a  wide  expanse  of  water  spread  over  the 
bottom  lands.  The  people  on  the  farms  and  in  the  small  towns  along 
the  course  of  the  rivers  found  themselves  isolated  and  endangered  by 
the  floods. 

At  Bryan  (the  county  seat  of  Bryan  County,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Brazos  River),  which  was  the  first  place  to  feel  the  accumulated  effects 
of  the  deluge,  although  the  town  of  Bryan  itself  was  not  inundated, 
it  became  apparent  that  disaster  was  impending  and  that  outside 
assistance  to  rescue  and  succor  the  marooned  and  distressed  residents 
of  the  flooded  districts  would  be  needed. 
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On  December  5  appeals  for  aid  were  sent  out  from  Bryan  to  Gal¬ 
veston,  where  the  Commercial  Association  prepared  at  once  to  render 
assistance,  and  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Life-Saving  Service.  At  about 
the  same  time  department  authority  and  instructions  that  the  crews 
should  engage  in  the  work  of  rescue  were  received  at  the  superintend¬ 
ent's  office  in  Galveston.  The  authority  was  contained  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  telegram: 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  5,  1913. 

Supt.  Hutchings, 

Life-Saving  Service,  Galveston,  Tex.: 

Galveston  Commercial  Association,  through  Senator  Sheppard,  states  that  Bryan, 
Tex.,  asks  assistance  and  motor  boat  from  Galveston  Life-Saving  Station  for  protection 
endangered  lives  in  flooded  district  at  Bryan.  If  you  deem  it  advisable,  instruct  some 
or  all  station  crews,  as  may  be  necessary,  to  leave  immediately,  to-night  if  practicable, 
with  small  boat  or  boats.  If  possible,  confer  with  association.  If  you  send  crew  away, 
employ  substitutes  for  absent  men.  Wire  your  action. 

Byron  R.  Newton, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Keeper  James  F.  Phillips,  of  the  Galveston  Life-Saving  Station, 
made  ready  to  join  the  expedition  with  six  men  and  two  boats,  one 
the  Beebe-McLellan  power  surfboat,  the  other  the  23-foot  Monomoy 
surf  bo  at. 

After  the  call  for  help  was  received  the  day  was  one  of  busy  prepara¬ 
tion  for  departure.  Transportation  was  furnished  by  the  railroads 
free  of  expense.  By  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  boats  had  been 
loaded  and  secured  on  flat  cars,  and  the  party  (which  consisted  of 
the  life-savers  and  volunteers  employed  by  the  Galveston  Commer¬ 
cial  Association,  headed  by  its  manager,  Mr.  H.  H.  Haines)  left  for 
the  flooded  districts  by  special  train.  The  life-savers,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Keeper  Phillips,  consisted  of  the  following-named  men: 
Peder  Fredriksen,  No.  1  surfman;  Florin  L.  Honnold,  No.  5  surfman; 
Emanuel  Endresen,  No.  6  surfman;  Walter  L.  Brockmann,  No.  7  surf¬ 
man  (temporary);  Oscar  R.  Gunn,  volunteer  surfman;  Bruno  Rosen, 
volunteer  surfman. 

In  their  absence  the  station  was  left  fully  manned  by  the  members 
of  the  regular  crew  who  remained  behind,  and  by  substitute  surfmen. 

OPERATIONS  OF  GALVESTON  LIFE-SAVING  CREW  IN  THE  NEIGHBOR¬ 
HOOD  OF  BRYAN  AND  NAVASOTA. 

The  destination  of  the  special  train  bearing  this  relief  party  was 
Bryan,  distant  about  150  miles  from  Galveston.  A  delay  was  made 
at  Houston,  en  route,  to  take  on  supplies  that  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readiness  in  that  city.  The  train  then  pushed  on  toward  its  objec¬ 
tive,  but  was  brought  to  a  halt  about  midnight  at  Hempstead.  Early 
next  morning  the  journe}7  was  resumed,  but  owing  to  a  submerged 
roadbed  and  washouts  the  train  was  stopped  near  Courtney,  some 
40  miles  from  Bryan.  At  this  point  the  boats,  of  which  there  were 
four,  were  launched  from  the  cars  into  the  water,  and  the  search  for 
imperiled  persons  began. 

The  four  boats  consisted  of  the  two  lif e-saving  boats  above  men¬ 
tioned  and  two  motor  boats,  one  of  which,  being  too  small  for  carrying 
passengers,  was  used  by  Mr.  Haines  as  a  scout  boat.  The  other,  a 
flat-bottomed  skiff  with  a  small  motor,  was  placed  in  charge  of  one 
of  the  lif  e-saving  crew. 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTE-CENTEAL  TEXAS. 


-T 

l 


The  water  over  the  bottoms  was  of  varying  depth,  from  6  to  30 
feet,  sweeping  toward  the  Gulf  rapidly  in  the  Brazos  itself,  but  more 
leisurely  on  the  expanse  of  water  that  had  been  formed  by  the  over¬ 
flow.  In  some  places  it  stood  as  high  as  the  tops  of  trees  and  tele¬ 
graph  poles;  in  others,  the  tops  of  low  growth  were  just  at  the  surface, 
depending  upon  the  inequalities  of  the  land.  This  was  the  situation 
that  confronted  the  party  of  rescuers  as  the  boats  went  back  and 
forth  over  the  flooded  bottom  lands  against  strong  currents  and 
through  underbrush,  looking  for  isolated  and  endangered  persons  in 
buildings  partially  submerged. 

At  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  date  (December  6)  59  per¬ 
sons  (adults  and  children;  all  colored  but  four)  were  taken  from  the  loft 
of  a  ginhouse,  known  as  the  “Allen  gin,"  where  they  had  been  ma¬ 
rooned  by  high  water,  without  food  and  with  little  clothing.  The 
most  of  them  (45,  to  be  exact)  were  taken  into  the  station  boats  with 
their  few  belongings,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  transport  them  to 
Navasota,  but  the  swift  current  of  the  Navasota  River,  a  tributary 
of  the  Brazos,  together  with  the  approaching  darkness,  made  the 
attempt  dangerous  with  so  many  refugees  in  the  boats.  Therefore, 
most  of  them  (all  but  the  four  white  men)  were  landed  in  camps  that 
had  been  established  on  high  ground  within  2  miles  of  Navasota. 
With  difficulty  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  were  passed, 
requiring  the  full  power  of  motors  and  oars,  and  the  town  of  Navasota 
was  finally  reached  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  December  the  life-savers  left  Nava¬ 
sota  to  make  a  search  of  the  Allen  farm,  lying  along  the  course  of 
the  river  a  few  miles  distant  from  the  town.  Great  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  various  points  in  cutting  their  way  through  barbed 
wire  fences,  in  passing  under  telephone  and  telegraph  wires,  and 
working  through  underbrush.  Search  of  the  plantations  and  of 
all  houses  seen  was  made  as  they  went  along.  Arriving  at  the 
Allen  farm  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  were  signaled 
by  the  owner,  Mr.  John  D.  Rogers,  who  reported  that  about  2  miles 
away  there  was  a  man  on  top  of  a  house.  Mr.  Rogers’s  offer  to  pilot 
the  life-savers  to  the  place  was  accepted,  but  upon  arrival  no  vestige 
of  the  house  or  of  any  person  in  the  vicinity  could  be  found.  Night 
was  spent  at  a  camp  provided  by  Mr.  Rogers.  The  work  this  day 
consisted  in  diligent  search  of  considerable  territory,  covering  about 
30  miles,  but  without  results  in  finding  people  in  danger. 

At  7  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  boats  proceeded  to  a 
point  about  8  miles  north  of  the  Allen  farm,  where  the  levees  had 
broken  down  and  washed  away.  This  place  had  been  selected  for 
crossing  the  Brazos  River.  By  persistent  and  continued  effort  and 
by  skillful  management  the  boats  were  finally  gotten  across  the 
stream.  Early  in  the  afternoon  60  persons — men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  all  hungry  and  scantily  clad — were  taken  from  the  loft  of  an 
old  gin  house  by  the  boats  under  the  direction  of  Keeper  Phillips. 
When  all  had  been  removed  they  were  transported  to  camps  about 

5  miles  distant,  and  there  safely  landed.  The  crew  then  proceeded  to 
Wellborn  against  a  strong  current,  finally  reaching  that  place  about 

6  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Starting  out  again  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  for  Biyan,  dis¬ 
tant  some  12  or  15  miles,  search  was  continued  as  usual  along  the 
route,  and  finally  a  point  known  as  Jones  Bridge  (as  near  the  town 
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as  boats  could  approach)  was  reached  about  2  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Here  five  large  sacks  of  rations,  consisting  of  bacon,  meal, 
coffee,  sugar,  etc.,  were  loaded  into  the  surfboat,  which  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  upon  the  plantations.  During 
this  trip  provisions  were  issued  to  114  persons  who  had  taken  refuge 
in  a  gin  house.  They  needed  food,  but  did  not  wish  to  leave  their 
quarters  because  they  believed  the  worst  of  the  flood  had  passed. 
Four  persons  marooned  on  a  housetop,  and  11  others  in  a  gin  house, 
were  taken  into  the  surfboat  and  transferred  to  places  of  safety. 
The  night  was  spent  at  Jones  Bridge.  A  bale  of  hay  had  been  sent 
to  this  point  by  Mr.  Haines,  who  had  proceeded  to  Bryan  to  get  the 
best  information  obtainable  about  the  needs  of  the  flooded  districts, 
.and  the  life-savers  slept  upon  the  hay  in  a  building  on  the  river 
bank. 

Rescue  work  in  the  immediate  vicinity  having  been  completed, 
Mr.  Haines  advised  the  life-savers  to  proceed  southward,  and  a 
start  was  made  downstream  at  about  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
December  10.  The  swift  current  enabled  the  boatmen  to  make  a 
distance  of  about  100  miles  by  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Search 

V 

was  made  as  they  went  along,  but  no  one  needing  assistance  was 
found.  The  night  was  spent  at  the  little  town  of  Washington. 

Next  morning,  December  11,  the  keeper  and  crew,  at  the  request 
of  an  old  colored  man,  pulled  a  distance  of  about  2  miles  and  removed 
from  high  ground  a  hog  weighing  about  300  pounds.  To  assist  the 
owner  they  killed  the  animal  and  turned  it  over  to  him.  Later  a 
start  was  made  southward  for  Courtney,  where  the  boats  arrived  at 
2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  the  intention  to  load  the  boats 
on  flat  cars  at  this  point  and  proceed  homeward,  but  as  transporta¬ 
tion  could  not  be  secured  immediately  accommodations  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  crew  at  Courtney  over  night. 

On  December  12  the  life-savers  took  their  boats  to  a  waiting  train 
about  3  miles  south  of  Courtney,  and  proceeded  to  Houston.  From 
Houston  they  returned  to  Galveston  on  a  regular  passenger  train,  in 
good  health,  but  exhausted  by  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a 
week’s  continuous  work.  The  boats  were  received  at  Galveston  in 
good  condition  on  the  14th. 

It  appears  from  the  above  acc<  unt  that  tin*  life-savers  removed  134 
persons  from  perilous  situations  and  landed  them  in  places  of  safety, 
and  supplied  114  destitute  persons  with  food.  From  the  hour  of 
launching  the  boats  from  the  cars  oil  December  0  to  their  return  to 
Courtney  on  the  11th,  a  little  more  than  five  days  in  the  aggregate, 
some  300  miles  were  covered  by  them  amidst  difficulties  that  a  mere 
recital  can  not  adequately  depict. 

While  the  foregoing  operations  upon  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Brazos  were  in  progress,  the  flood,  pushing  its  way  toward  t he  river 
mouth,  spread  out  over  the  lands  farther  south  and  endangered  many 
other  persons  on  its  course. 


OPERATIONS  OF  PARTY  DIRECTED  BY  SUIIFMEN 


SINGER  ANI)  MclNTOSH. 


On  December  8  an  urgent  call  from  the  Commercial  Association  was 
received  at  the  office  of  the  district  superintendent,  asking  that 
assistance  be  sent  to  the  people  at  Richmond  (about  100  miles  from 
Galveston),  which  place  was  inundated  by  this  time. 


9 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS. 

The  U.  S.  transport  Meade ,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston, 
offered  to  furnish  six  of  her  boats  for  use  in  responding  to  this  call. 
The  offer  was  accepted,  but  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Commercial  Asso¬ 
ciation  that  the  oarsmen  should  be  obtained  by  the  Life-Saving 
Service.  Mr.  Herman  A.  Lenz,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  office  of 
district  superintendent,  therefore  engaged,  on  behalf  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  38  men,  and  drew  upon  the  life-saving  station  for  three  men,  as 
follows:  John  A.  Singer,  No.  2  surfman;  Wm.  J.  McIntosh,  No.  3 
surfman;  James  Ryan,  substitute  surfman. 

The  person  last  named  was  a  member  of  the  crew  of  the  revenue 
cutter  Windom ,  performing  temporary  duty  at  the  Galveston  sta¬ 
tion.  These  three  men,  being  skilled  boatmen,  were  needed  to  take 
charge  of  and  direct  the  handling  of  the  Meade's  boats. 

The  special  train  carrying  the  boats  of  the  transport,  each  on  a 

[flat  car,  went  first  to  Orchard  and  Rosenberg,  where  the  cars  were 
sidetracked  and  the  crews  that  had  been  selected  by  Surfmen  Singer 
and  McIntosh  disembarked.  The  party  then  proceeded  to  Richmond, 
at  which  place  they  arrived  about  half  past  11  o’clock  on  the  night 
of  the  8th. 

Lieut.  B.  G.  Birdsall,  navigating  officer  of  the  Meade ,  was  in  general 
charge  of  the  rescue  party.  He  assigned  each  of  the  three  surfmen — 
Singer,  McIntosh,  and  Ryan— to  the  command  of  a  boat.  Two  other 
boats  were  placed  in  charge  of  men  selected  by  the  life-savers  named. 
There  were  on!}7  enough  oarsmen  to  operate  five  boats. 


CAPSIZE  OF  SURFMAN  SINGER  S  BOAT  AND  DROWNING  OF  ONE  OARSMAN. 


On  the  morning  of  December  9  the  services  of  a  man  named  Clyde 
Johnson  were  secured  at  Richmond  to  pilot  the  boats  to  points  where 
assistance  would  probably  be  needed.  The  locality  along  the  river 
was  thickly  wooded,  and  as  the  water  was  high — more  than  half  the 
height  of  the  trees—  it  was  impossible  for  Surfman  Singer,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  leading  boat,  in  which  there  were  10  men,  to  see  any 
great  distance  ahead.  He  therefore  trusted  to  the  d irection  of  the  pilot . 
Meanwhile  the  boat  was  being  worked  through  a  wooded  swamp  when, 
without  warning,  it  emerged  into  the  swift  current  of  the  river  a  short 
distance  above  a  railroad  bridge,  the  height  of  the  water  being  almost 
level  with  the  bridge.  It  was  impossible  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the 
bridge.  Surfman  Singer  swung  the  boat  with  the  steering  oar  so  that 
the  collision  occurred  partially  oh  the  broadside.  The  boat  capsized 
and  all  were  thrown  into  the  water.  One  man  — Stone  Anderson,  of 
Galveston,  employed  by  the  Commercial  Association  as  a  member  of 
the  rescue  party — disappeared  and  was  not  seen  again.  It  is  indeed 
a  wonder  that  all  the  occupants  of  the  boat,  whose  names  are  as  follows, 
were  not  drowned:  John  A.  Singer,  Stone  Anderson,  W.  Murasheff, 
Joe  Napoli,  Hugh  Normill,  Clyde  Johnson,  Carl  Petersen,  Tony 
Fisher,  T.  Hansen,  and  Hugo  Bengteson. 

Surfman  Singer  and  Boatman  Murasheff  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
able  to  grasp  the  life  hue  of  the  boat  as  it  went  over  and  hold  fast  until 
it  emerged  below  the  bridge.  Boatman  Petersen  was  caught  under¬ 
neath.  After  passing  under  the  bridge  the  boat  drifted  in  near  the 
bank  and  Singer,  who  had  in  the  meantime  climbed  on  its  bottom, 
was  able  to  throw  the  end  of  the  painter  on  shore.  The  line  was 
caught  by  persons  who  had  worked  their  way  to  that  point,  and  the 


10 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS. 


boat  was  hauled  to  land.  It  was  necessary  to  cut  a  hole  in  its  bottom 
to  relieve  the  suction  before  it  could  be  overturned  and  Petersen 
released.  All  other  persons  in  the  boat  reached  places  of  safety, 
either  on  the  bridge  or  by  swimming  to  the  bank,  except  Stone 
Anderson,  who  was  drowned. 

While  the  boats  were  working  then  way  through  the  underbrush  a 
second  boat  belonging  to  the  Meade ,  under  command  of  Surfman 
McIntosh,  was  about  100  yards  behind  Singer.  Hearing  the  crash  of 
the  collision  and  the  screams  of  people  who  had  witnessed  the  capsize 
of  Singer’s  boat,  McIntosh  worked  his  way  to  the  bank  and  all  hands 
ran  to  the  scene,  whence  they  saw  the  overturned  boat  farther  down¬ 
stream  and  a  man  below  the  bridge  clinging  to  the  limb  of  a  tree 
near  the  bank,  struggling  to  keep  his  head  above  water.  This  proved 
to  be  the  pilot  of  the  first  boat,  Clyde  Johnson. 

It  appears  that  upon  reaching  the  bridge  one  of  the  volunteers, 
whose  name  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  he  John  Flehe,  jumped  into 
the  water  with  a  line  that  a  bystander  passed  to  him  and  swam  out 
to  Johnson.  Immediately  afterwards  Surfman  McIntosh  threw  off 
his  heavy  outer  clothing  and  also  went  to  the  assistance  of  Johnson, 
springing  into  the  stream  from  the  abutment  of  the  bridge  close  to 
the  bank.  The  result  of  these  efforts  was  that  the  pilot  was  hauled 
safely  ashore.  Both  Flehe  and  McIntosh  got  back  to  the  bank  again 
without  mishap  after  the  rescue  was  accomplished.  These  events 
occurred  within  a  brief  space  of  time,  and  were  witnessed  by  a  large 
number  of  people  assembled  on  and  near  the  bridge. 

As  soon  as  the  men  had  secured  dry  clothing  they  again  turned  to 
the  object  of  the  expedition.  Securing  a  new  pilot  and  another  life¬ 
boat  similar  to  the  one  capsized,  they  proceeded  to  the  localities  where 
assistance  was  needed. 

Six  white  persons — a  man,  his  wife,  and  four  children — were  taken 
from  the  loft  of  a  barn  by  chopping  a  hole  in  the  roof.  McIntosh, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  boat,  then  directed  its  course  to  a  residence, 
an  upper  window  of  which  was  broken,  to  enable  the  owner,  who  had 
been  in  his  barn,  to  enter  and  obtain  $2,000  in  money,  which  he  had 
previously  supposed  would  be  lost.  The  boats  afterwards  pulled  over 
the  submerged  convict  farms,  locally  known  as  “Sugar  Land,”  but 
finding  no  one  in  the  partially  submerged  houses  they  returned  to 
Richmond  about  6  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

SURFMEN  SINGER  AND  McIN.TOSH  AND  PARTY  AT  RICHMOND,  ROSEN¬ 
BERG,  AND  ORCHARD. 

On  December  10  the  boats  resumed  their  search  for  distressed 
people  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  Rosenberg,  and  Orchard,  and 
succeeded  in  releasing  from  places  of  peril  88  persons  (adults  and 
children,  mostly  colored),  some  of  whom  were  taken  from  the  tops  of 
houses  and  barns,  others  from  trees,  all  of  them  hungry  and  nearly 
destitute  of  clothing. 

On  December  11  the  boats  again  cruised  over  “Sugar  Land,” 
because  it  was  reported  in  Richmond  that  cries  for  help  had  been 
heard  in  that  vicinity.  No  one  in  distress  was  found  there,  however. 
The  search  also  progressed  in  other  sections  of  the  district,  and  16 
men,  women,  and  children  were  taken  from  buildings  and  trees. 
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On  December  12  forty-seven  persons  were  removed  from  situations 
of  peril  on  the  flooded  plantations  under  like  conditions,  and  landed  at 
Rosenberg. 

On  December  13  the  boats  patrolled  the  vicinity  of  Rosenberg. 
They  found  a  few  people  still  remaining  in  their  houses,  but  as  these 
believed  that  the  worst  of  the  flood  was  over  they  declined  to  leave. 

During  the  progress  of  the  rescue  work  in  the  outlying  districts  one 
of  the  boats,  in  charge  of  James  Ryan,  was  detailed,  by  request  of  the 
authorities  of  Richmond,  to  remain  at  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  town  to  give  assistance  in  case  the  levees  should  break.  Ryan 
and  the  men  with  him  performed  much  miscellaneous  service  while 
stationed  at  Richmond,  helping  to  save  household  furniture  and 
assisting  the  people  in  other  ways. 

On  December  14  Lieut.  Birdsall  received  information  that  further 
assistance  in  the  district  about  Richmond  was  not  required.  Orders 
were  therefore  issued  to  the  men  in  charge  of  boats  to  take  them  to 
the  cars  and  prepare  to  leave  for  Galveston. 

Owing  to  washouts  on  the  railroads  transportation  could  not  be 
immediately  secured,  and  all  hands  passed  the  night  at  Rosenberg. 

On  the  following  day,  December  15,  the  railway  tracks  having  been 
sufficiently  repahed,  the  boats  were  loaded  on  flat  cars  and  the  return 
journey  to  Galveston  was  begun,  but  owing  to  damaged  roadbeds 
progress  was  slow.  Although  the  distance  is  only  110  miles  by  the 
usual  route,  a  roundabout  course  was  necessary,  and  the  city  was  not 
reached  until  the  afternoon  of  the  16th. 

The  results  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  boats  of  the  Meade  were 
the  rescue  of  157  persons  from  perilous  situations.  Of  these,  81 
were  rescued  near  Orchard,  61  at  Rosenberg,  and  15  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Richmond. 

Thus  far  the  Brazos  and  Colorado  had  raced  down  their  courses  as 
separate  streams,  although  spread  out  far  beyond  their  usual  con¬ 
fines.  The  nearest  approach  of  the  riverbeds  to  each  other  is  about 
30  miles,  but  as  the  flood  neared  the  coast,  where  the  valleys  are  less 
clearly  defined,  there  was  a  confluence  or  merger  (in  Wharton  and 
Brazoria  Counties)  into  one  vast  lake  many  miles  across,  which 
gradually  fell  away  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

RELIEF  WORK  BY  SAN  LUIS  LIFE-SAVING  CREW  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF 
QUINTANA,  VELASCO,  CLUTE,  AND  LAKE  JACKSON. 

On  Friday,  December  12,  one  week  after  the  first  call  for  assistance, 
but  before  the  return  to  Galveston  of  Keeper  Phillips  and  his  men, 
a  third  urgent  call  was  received  by  the  Life-Saving  Service  through 
the  Commercial  Association  for  further  assistance  to  distressed  people 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Quintana  and 
Velasco.  The  statement  was  made  that  no  boats  were  available  and 
that  people  in  those  neighborhoods  were  starving  and  in  danger  of 
drowning,  for  by  this  time  the  crest  of  the  flood  was  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  In  this  emergency  a  message  was  sent  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent’s  office  to  Keeper  Charles  H.  Corbel,  of  the  San 
Luis  Life-Saving  Station,  to  be  prepared  to  make  an  expedition  into 
the  flooded  country  with  his  crew  upon  the  arrival  at  his  station  of 
the  power  lifeboat  belonging  to  the  Galveston  station,  which  was 
dispatched  at  once  from  Galveston  to  the  San  Luis  station  in  charge 
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of  Surf  man  Joseph  Evans,  accompanied  by  Volunteer  Surfman  Arthur 
Olsen.  The  station  dinghy  was  taken  along.  Both  boats  were  loaded 
by  the  Commercial  Association  with  stores  and  provisions  for  the  suf¬ 
fering  people. 

A  crew  of  substitute  surfmen,  sent  from  Galveston  to  the  San  Luis 
station  for  duty  during  the  absence  of  the  regular  crew,  arrived  at 
said  station  about  11  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  12th.  Early  the 
next  morning  Keeper  Corbel,  Surfman  Evans,  Volunteer  Surfman 
Olsen,  and  the  following  six  members  of  the  San  Luis  station  crew 
proceeded  in  the  power  lifeboat  a  distance  of  22  miles  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Brazos  River:  William  Steinhart,  No.  1  surfman;  Emile  A. 
Anderson,  No.  3  surfman;  John  T.  Hegland,  No.  4  surfman;  William 
W.  Singer,  No.  5  surfman;  Andrew  Swan,  No.  6  surfman  (temporary) ; 
Frank  Nelson,  No.  7  surfman  (temporary). 

The  party  arrived  at  the  place  named  about  11  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  but  were  unable  to  proceed  farther  in  the  lifeboat  owing  to  an 
accident  to  its  machinery.  Keeper  Corbel  took  the  dinghy  and  went  to 
arrange  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  made  at  a  machine  shop  in  the 
neighborhood.  Finding  that  the  repair  work  would  be  delayed,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  lifeboat,  manned  the  surfboat  and,  with  dinghy  in  tow, 
proceeded  over  the  submerged  prairie  to  Velasco.  The  party  arrived 
at  Velasco  about  6  a.  m  of  December  14.  The  keeper  then  sent 
Surfmen  Steinhart  and  Evans  in  the  dinghy  back  into  the  locality 
of  Quintana.  The  surfmen  found  10  families  (about  40  persons)  in 
this  section  in  need  of  supplies,  which  were  provided  from  the  food¬ 
stuffs  that  had  been  brought  from  Galveston. 

Repairs  to  the  machinery  of  the  lifeboat  having  been  completed 
during  the  day,  it  proceeded  up  the  river  toward  Velasco,  but  was 
again  disabled  by  collision  with  a  sunken  obstruction,  receiving  a 
puncture  in  its  side.  The  boat  was  therefore  again  delayed  near 
Quintana  in  order  that  the  hole  might  be  covered. 

During  the  course  of  these  events  the  dinghy  was  utilized  by  Surf¬ 
man  Steinhart  in  offering  assistance  to  people  marooned  in  their 
homes  in  Quintana.  They  refused,  however,  to  leave  their  houses 
and  hi'  taken  to  higher  ground,  believing  themselves  in  no  immediate 
danger. 

While  the  detail  of  men  remaining  by  the  lifeboat  was  rendering 
assistance  with  the  dinghy  to  persons  in  Quintana,  Keeper  Corbel 
and  tin'  rest  of  his  crew  learned  that  there  were  people  who  needed 
help  in  the  Oyster  Creek  district,  some  4  miles  north  of  Velasco.  It 
took  some  three  hours  to  pull  the  surfboat  against  the  strong  current 
over  the  flooded  prairies,  where  the  wat^er  was  from  6  to  10  feet  deep. 
When  they  reached  the  place  it  was  found  that  the  people  had  gone 
to  higher  ground,  leaving  their  houses  deserted.  The  life-savers 
offered  assistance,  however.  One  woman,  who  owned  eight  head  of 
cattle,  appealed  to  them  to  get  the  animals  across  the  creek.  Her 
request  was  complied  with.  Upon  the  return  of  the  surfboat  to 
Velasco  the  need  of  provisions  in  the  Oyster  Creek  district  was 
reported  to  the  revenue  cutter  Windom,  which  had  brought  supplies 
from  Galveston. 

On  December  15  some  assistance  was  given  in  boating  people  in 
Velasco  about  town,  the  place  being  still  under  water.  This  work 
was  done  with  the  skiff  belonging  to  the  Velasco  Life-Saving  Station, 
about  10  persons  being  so  assisted. 
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In  order  to  be  in  touch  with  the  Windom,  Keeper  Corbel  went  to 
Quintana  later  in  the  day  and  brought  the  power  lifeboat  to  Freeport, 
near  which  the  revenue  cutter  was  anchored. 

On  December  16  the  keeper  obtained  from  the  Windom  a  supply  of 
food  and  clothing,  which  he  took  in  the  surfboat  to  the  village  of 
Clute,  some  6  miles  north  of  Velasco.  Clute  was  reached  about 
noon,  and  here  about  50  colored  people  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  houses  by  the  flood  were  found  in  box  cars  on  the  railroad 
bridge,  which  was  the  only  place  above  water  in  that  locality.  The 
supplies  were  distributed  to  these  sufferers.  Hearing  that  distress 
prevailed  at  Lake  Jackson,  some  5  miles  farther  on,  the  keeper 
engaged  a  pilot  and  detailed  Surfman  Steinhart  and  two  of  the  crew 
to  proceed  to  that  place  in  the  Velasco  station  skiff  (which  had  been 
brought  along)  with  an  allotment  of  food  and  clothing.  On  arriving 
there,  Steinhart  found  a  number  of  people  suffering  from  cold  and 
hunger,  and  delivered  all  the  stores  he  had  to  about  50  persons.  He 
also  transferred  about  12  persons  in  his  boat  to  places  of  safety. 
Later  Steinhart  returned  to  Clute,  where  he  remained  over  night,  but 
Keeper  Corbel,  having  disposed  of  all  provisions  and  clothing  taken 
from  the  Windom ,  returned  earlier  in  the  afternoon  to  Freeport. 

An  effort  to  make  use  of  the  lifeboat  during  this  day  (the  16th)  was 
barren  of  results,  because  the  repairs  made  at  Quintana  were  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  keep  out  the  water.  Therefore,  the  boat  was  beached  at 
Velasco,  and  on  the  following  day  the  hole  was  covered  with  zinc,  a 
more  effective  repair. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  Keeper  Corbel  informed  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  Windom  regarding  the  distribution  of  stores  in  Clute 
and  Lake  Jackson  the  day  before,  and  reported  the  need  of  more 
supplies;  but  by  this  time  all  the  stores  brought  from  Galveston  had 
been  distributed. 

During  this  day  (the  17th)  it  was  reported  that  the  worst  of  the 
flood  had  passed.  Therefore,  preparations  for  the  return  were  made, 
and  on  the  morning  of  December  18  the  San  Luis  and  Galveston 
crews  proceeded  in  the  lifeboat  to  their  stations  with  surfboat  and 
dinghy  in  tow.  Upon  getting  back  to  their  station  the  San  Luis 
crew  resumed  their  regular  duty,  and  the  substitutes  returned  in  the 
lifeboat  to  Galveston,  where  they  arrived  that  night  at  about  7 
o’clock. 

OPERATIONS  OF  VELASCO  LIFE-SAVING  CREW  AT  VELASCO,  BONNEY, 
ANCHOR,  ANGLETON,  COLUMBIA,  BRAZORIA,  AND  THOMPSONS. 

While  the  Galveston  and  San  Luis  crews  were  engaged  in  rescue 
work  along  the  course  of  the  Brazos,  the  crew  of  the  Velasco  Life- 
Saving  Station  (John  P.  Steinhart,  keeper)  was  called  into  service 
in  the  country  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  On  December  9  Keeper 
Steinhart  received  the  following  telegram  from  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  Hutchings: 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  December  8,  1913. 

Keeper  Velasco  Life-Saving  Station, 

Velasco,  Tex. 

Here  sick.  Expect  great  Brazos  flood  will  reach  you.  Exhaust  every  effort.  Use 
all  boats,  extra  men  if  necessary  save  life  and  property. 

Hutchings,  Superintendent. 
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Keeper  Steinhart  at  once  conferred  with  the  superintendent  of  the 
Houston  &  Brazos  Valley  Railroad,  and  arranged  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  his  boats  and  crew  as  far  as  possible  up  the  river.  This  proved 
to  be  a  point  near  Thompsons,  about  75  miles  distant.  Two  boats, 
the  23-foot  Monomoy  surf  boat  and  the  18-foot  skiff,  were  loaded  on  a 
flat  car,  and  the  special  train  bearing  the  life-savers  left  Velasco  at  4 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  December  9.  The  party  consisted  of 
John  P.  Steinhart,  keeper;  Chas.  Skogsberg,  No.  1  surfman;  Carl 
Olsen,  No.  2  surfman;  Wm.  Pessarra,  No.  3  surfman;  C.  P.  Odder- 
sliede,  No.  4  surfman;  Wm.  A.  Krauss,  No.  5  surfman;  Henry  Schut, 
volunteer  surfman;  V.  C.  Jones,  volunteer  surfman;  James  Peterson, 
volunteer  surfman. 

As  it  was  found  impracticable  to  obtain  substitutes,  the  station  was 
left  in  charge  of  A.  F.  Shannon,  a  temporary  surfman. 

The  boats  were  unloaded  from  the  cars  near  Thompsons  at  3  o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  December  10,  in  order  to  begin  operations  at  day¬ 
light,  at  which  time  both  were  manned  and  proceeded  to  the  village, 
2  miles  distant.  On  the  way  four  men  were  picked  up  and  landed 
safely  in  the  town;  also  nine  men,  reported  marooned  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood"  and  in  danger,  were  found  and  landed  at  Thompsons. 

It  was  impossible  to  stem  the  swift  current  with  the  boats  under 
oars,  so  the  keeper  directed  their  course  downstream,  passing  to  and 
fro  over  the  bottom  lands,  searching  everywhere  as  he  went  along. 
Six  persons  were  picked  up  and  landed  at  Juliff.  The  boats  then  con¬ 
tinued  into  the  district  of  Oyster  Creek,  where,  on  Lang’s  plantation, 
20  colored  persons  were  found  and  rescued.  They  were  landed  on 
high  grouncl  at  Sandy  Point.  The  rescuing  party  arrived  at  the  place 
last  named  at  9  o’clock  in  the  evening,  following  a  day  of  arduous 
work. 

The  life-saving  crew  intended  to  spend  the  night  at  Sandy  Point 
and  get  much-needed  rest,  but  at  midnight  they  were  awakened  and 
informed  that  a  call  for  help  had  been  heard  out  in  the  flooded  river 
bottoms.  Procuring  a  guide,  the  keeper  manned  a  surfboat  with  a 
part  of  the  crew,  and  after  a  search  of  several  hours  found  a  man  in 
a  tree.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  thus  marooned  for  24  hours.  He 
was  taken  to  a  safe  place.  The  surfboat  returned  to  Sandy  Point 
about  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

In  the  meantime  Surfman  Olsen  and  two  volunteers  had  gone  in 
the  station  skiff  to  the  southward  along  the  railroad  right  of  way, 
the  course  being  marked  by  telegraph  poles.  The  surfboat  and  skiff 
were  separated  from  this  time  until  the  14th,  when  they  again  came 
together  in  Velasco.  In  the  interim  the  skiff  did  good  work  in  rescuing 
68  persons — men,  women,  and  children — who  were  landed  at  Anchor, 
Angleton,  and  other  places  on  the  route  as  the  boatmen  proceeded 
toward  Velasco. 

Finding  everything  all  right  at  Sandy  Point,  Keeper  Steinhart 
proceeded  to  Bonney,  picking  up  15  colored  people  on  the  way.  The 
night  was  spent  at  Bonney.  Departing  for  Anchor  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  the  keeper  learned  that  people  at  Oyster  Creek  Station 
needed  help.  He  went  there  at  once  and  picked  up  15  colored  per¬ 
sons,  whom  he  took  to  Angleton. 

On  the  13th  the  surfboat  went  to  Columbia,  where  conditions  were 
no  longer  alarming,  then  on  to  Brazoria,  taking  14  negroes  from  an 
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attic  on  the  way.  These  were  landed  in  Brazoria,  where  the  life- 
savers  spent  the  night  at  a  hotel.  Up  to  this  time  the  surfboat,  while 
cruising  over  the  Oyster  Creek  and  Brazos  River  bottoms,  had  visited 
Bonney,  Anchor,  Angleton,  Columbia,  Brazoria,  and  other  places, 
landing  people  at  each  place. 

The  following  day,  December  14,  which  was  Sunday,  the  surf  boat 
continued  on  to  V elasco,  where  the  San  Luis  and  Velasco  crews  met. 
The  skiff  with  Olsen  and  the  two  volunteers  also  arrived,  and  there¬ 
after  this  boat  was  utilized  part  of  the  time  by  the  San  Luis  crew. 
The  volunteer  surfmen  engaged  by  Keeper  Steinhart  were  discharged 
upon  arrival  at  Velasco. 

Upon  his  return  Keeper  Steinhart  was  told  that  a  man  and  his 
wife  were  in  danger  of  drowning  4  miles  out  of  Velasco.  He  proceeded 
in  haste  to  that  point,  and  found  them,  with  30  others,  marooned 
on  a  hilltop.  They  were  in  no  danger,  but  had  little  food.  Their 
situation  was  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  revenue 
cutter  Windom,  which  lay  at  anchor  near  Freeport. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Velasco  Life-Saving  Station  was 
in  danger  of  being  swept  into  the  Gulf,  Keeper  Steinhart  returned 
to  the  station  on  December  15.  He  found  that  several  cuts  had  been 
made  through  the  beach  by  the  force  of  the  currents,  but  that  the 
station  itself,  although  threatened,  had  suffered  no  damage.  He 
therefore  went  back  to  Freeport  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  and 
reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Windom ,  receiving  on 
board  the  surfboat  about  1,000  pounds  of  provisions  for  distribution 
to  the  destitute  people  to  the  northward,  whom  he  had  reported  on 
the  14th  as  being  in  want.  He  returned  to  Freeport  about  7  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  after  apportioning  the  supplies  to  58  needy  persons. 

Keeper  Steinhart  reports  that  during  the  operations  with  surfboat 
and  skiff  from  the  morning  of  December  10,  when  the  boats  were 
put  in  the  water  near  Thompsons,  to  the  return  of  his  crew  to  Velasco 
on  the  14th,  110  persons  were  rescued  and  transported  in  the  first- 
named  boat  and  68  in  the  other — a  total  of  178.  Many  of  these 
people,  as  already  noted,  were  taken  from  trees,  old  buildings,  and 
other  precarious  situations  where  they  had  been  subjected  to  dis¬ 
comfort,  privation,  and  danger;  but  in  the  hurry  of  accomplishing 
rescues  the  details  of  each  case  were  not  carefully  recorded. 

The  experience  of  the  Velasco  life-savers  was  much  the  same  as 
that  of  other  members  of  the  service  on  preceding  days  in  similar 
work.  Wire  fences  and  other  obstructions  were  encountered  in  pass¬ 
ing  over  the  submerged  prairies  and  bottom  lands,  but  no  serious 
injury  was  incurred  by  the  boats. 

The  Velasco  crew  returned  to  their  station  on  December  17,  upon 
the  conclusion  of  their  duties  in  the  flooded  districts,  and  the  usual 
service  routine  was  again  resumed. 

SUMMARY  OF  RESCUE  AND  RELIEF  WORK. 

A  summary  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  various  relief  expe¬ 
ditions  from  December  5 — when  the  first  call  for  help  was  received — 
to  the  final  return  of  the  three  life-saving  crews  to  their  stations  on 
December  18,  is  subjoined. 
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Operations  in  Bryan  district  (keeper  and  crew  of  Galveston  station;  boats, 

Beebe-McLellan  power  surfboat  and  23-foot  Monomoy  surfboat) . 

Operations  in  Richmond  district  (three  surfmen  of  the  Galveston  station 
and  boatmen  selected  by  them;  boats,  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Meade,  under 

command  of  Lieut.  B.  G.  Birdsall) . * . 

Operations  in  Quintana  and  Velasco  districts  (keeper  and  crew  of  San  Luis 
station;  boats,  Beebe-McLellan  surfboat  San  Luis;  power  lifeboat  and 

dinghy  Galveston;  skiff,  18-foot,  Velasco) . 

Operations  between  Thompsons  and  Velasco  (keeper  and  crew  of  Velasco 
station;  boats,  23-foot  Monomoy  surfboat  and  lS-foot  station  skiff) . 

Total . 


Persons 

rescued. 

Persons 

succored. 

Total. 

134 

114 

248 

157 

157 

i  22 

140 

162 

178 

58 

236 

491 

312 

803 

1  Transported  in  Velasco  station  skiff. 


WORDS  OF  PRAISE  FOR  ALL. 

Ill  conclusion  it  should  be  stated  that  a  large  measure  of  credit  is 
due  the  Galveston  Commercial  Association  for  its  aid  and  cooperation 
in  supplying  stores  for  the  alleviation  of  the  flood  sufferers,  and  in 
arranging  for  the  transporation  (which  the  railroads  generously  fur¬ 
nished  free  of  charge)  of  boats  and  crews  to  the  localities  where  help 
was  needed.  Organized  primarily  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Galveston,  the  association  nevertheless  appreciated  the  needs 
of  the  st riken  communities  and  promptly  heeded  the  cries  of  distress 
from  the  remote  districts. 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  skilled  boatman  of  a  trained  organization 
were  available  for  distant  service  upon  short  notice,  and  that  united 
efforts  could  thus  be  put  forth  at  the  right  time  to  rescue  those  in 
peril  and  succor  those  in  want. 

The  life-savers  were  ready  for  the  call,  and  willing  and  eager  to  go 
to  the  scene  of  action.  Not  only  did  they  do  with  devotion  what 
there  was  to  do,  but  they  did  it  as  well  as  it  could  have  been  done. 
They  deserve  the  generous  praise  given  them  by  tl  e  Galveston  Com¬ 
mercial  Association  and  the  grateful  acknowledgments  that  have 
appeared  in  the  public  prints.  There  was  cheerful  cooperation 
throughout  on  the  part  of  all  who  engaged  in  or  contributed  to  the 
work  of  rescue. 

LETTERS  COMMENDING  LIFE-SAVERS. 

Capt.  Reed’s  report  tells  of  the  capsize  of  a  boat — belonging  to 
Lieut.  Birdsall’s  expedition  -  Irv  collision  with  a  bridge  near  the  town 
of  Richmond.  The  boat  involved  in  this  disaster  was  in  charge  of 
Surfman  John  A.  Singer,  of  the  Galveston  Life-Saving  Station. 

It  appears  that  the  bridge  was  hidden  from  the  view  of  the  boatmen 
by  a  bend  in  the  river  and  by  some  shrubbery,  and  that  they  discov¬ 
ered  it  too  late  for  the  craft  to  be  guided  from  the  swift  current 
and  out  of  danger. 

Three  letters  written  in  relation  to  this  accident  are  submitted  by 
Capt.  Reed.  The  first  of  these  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  repro¬ 
duced  here  compliments  Surfman  Singer’s  management  of  his  boat 
during  the  moments  immediately  preceding  the  collision  with  the 
bridge,  praising  his  courage  and  judgment  and  ability  as  a  boatman. 

The  second  letter  commends  Surfman  William  J.  McIntosh,  who  had 
charge  of  one  of  the  boats  of  the  expedition,  for  going  to  the  rescue 


FLOOD  IN  SOUTH-CENTRAL  TEXAS. 


17 


of  Mr.  Clyde  Johnson,  who  was  acting  as  pilot  for  Surf  man  Singer, 
and  who  was  one  of  those  precipitated  into  the  water  when  the  capsize 
took  place. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  persons 
as  to  who  actually  saved  Johnson  from  drowning,  whether  McIntosh 
or  another  boatman,  John  Flehe.  With  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  facts  Capt.  Reed  addressed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  Johnson.  His 
reply,  forwarded  from  Elizabeth,  La.,  whither  he  went  after  the 
flood,  is  the  third  of  the  three  letters  mentioned. 

Concerning  the  rescue  of  Johnson,  Capt.  Reed  himself  has  the 
following  to  say: 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  it  appears  that  Flehe  and  McIntosh  sprang 
into  the  stream  to  assist  Johnson,  and  that  Johnson  was  hauled  ashore  by  a  line  passed 
to  him  or  placed  around  him  by  one  of  these  men.  In  my  opinion  only  a  formal  inquiry 
would  determine  the  matter.  Both  men  plunged  into  the  water,  each  with  a  rope,, 
and  each  intent  on  the  same  mission  of  rescue,  and  both  deserve  credit  and  commenda¬ 
tion,  whichever  one  of  them  actually  placed  the  line  in  Johnson’s  hand  or  secured  it 
about  him. 

Another  letter  published  herewith,  addressed  to  the  “Supt. 
Galveston  L.  S.  S.,  ”  by  Lieut.  Birdsall,  commends  the  services  of 
Surfmen  Singer  and  McIntosh  in  the  inundated  district  of  Rosenberg. 

There  is  also  presented  a  letter  from  the  Galveston  Commercial 
Association,  praising  the  work  of  Keeper  Phillips  of  the  Galveston 
Life-Saving  Station,  of  Surfmen  Singer,  McIntosh,  and  Owens  of  his. 
crew,  and  of  Keeper  Corbel  and  his  crew  of  the  San  Luis  Station. 

Still  another  letter  embodied  in  this  report,  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Davis, 
of  the  Freeport  (Tex.)  Commerce  League,  expresses  appreciation, 
on  behalf  of  the  league  and  of  the  citizens  of  Freeport  and  other 
communities  in  the  flooded  territory,  of  the  rescue  and  relief  work 
performed  by  Keeper  John  B.  Steinhart  and  crew  of  the  Velasco 
Life-Saving  Station. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  December  24,  1913. 

r  Dear  Sir:  Excuse  us,  sir,  for  writing  to  you  on  this  subject.  It  is  only  the  sincere 
wish  that  you  should  know  the  exact  circumstances  under  which  one  of  the  lifeboats- 
in  charge  of  John  Singer,  sent  out  to  Richmond  for  the  aid  of  the  flood  sufferers^ 
capsized,  and  in  consequence  of  which  one  life  was  lost,  that  prompts  us  to  take  up 
the  pen  and  give  a  minute  explanation  of  the  accident. 

On  launching  the  boat  in  charge  of  John  Singer  on  the  morning  following  our  arrival 
_  in  Richmond,  the  mayor  sent  along  with  us  as  a  pilot  a  native  of  the  town.  Singer, 
in  lead  of  the  other  boats,  kept  the  course  given  by  the  pilot,  when  all  at  once  the 
boat  entered  the  current,  which  was  racing  by  at  a  speed  of  18  or  20  miles  an  hour. 
Hidden  behind  a  bend  of  the  river  and  some  trees  and  shrubbery  was  a  bridge,  toward 
which  the  river  bore  us  at  tremendous  speed. 

Of  course,  had  Singer  known  of  the  bridge  he  would  have  entered  the  river  below 
it.  It  was  only  when  the  boat  was  full  in  the  river  that  he  could  see  it  close  by.  It 
was  then  impossible  to  avoid  a  collision. 

Seeing  in  a  flash  what  was  bound  to  happen,  all  hands  backed  up  with  the  oars. 
Singer,  who  was  the  only  one  in  the  boat  that  never  for  a  moment  lost  his  command 
over  the  situation,  saw  that  everything  was  in  vain  and  shouted  to  his  men  to  pull 
in  their  oars.  Then,  with  a  desperate  effort,  he  succeeded  in  turning  the  bow  of  the 
boat  and  bringing  it  alongside  the  bridge. 

It  was  due  to  this  quick  action  of  his  that  the  crew  were  enabled  to  save  them¬ 
selves,  for  had  the  boat  struck  head  first  it  would  have  been  shattered  to  fragments 
without  giving  the  men  much  chance  to  escape. 

As  it  was,  the  boat  was  borne  by  the  current  underneath  the  bridge.  One  man 
clung  to  the  bridge,  and  the  others  (except  one),  assisting  each  other,  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  near-by  shore  by  grasping  the  bushes  growing  at  the  edge  of  the  water. 
One  man,  not  being  able  to  swim,  was  shut  up  underneath  the  capsized  boat,  where 
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he  was  in  great  danger  of  suffocating  or  drowning.  He  was  saved  by  knocking  a  hole 
in  the  bottom  of  the  upturned  boat. 

The  pilot,  who  was  carried  some  distance  downstream,  was  saved  later  on  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  lifeboat  No.  3,  a  volunteer  from  Galveston — not  by  life-saver  No.  3,  McIntosh. 

The  accident  to  lifeboat  No.  5  enabled  the  other  boats,  which  were  following  in  her 
wake,  to  avoid  the  same  disaster. 

Let  us  add  yet,  sir,  that  whenever  necessity  shall  arise  there  is  not  a  man  among  us 
that  worked  for  John  Singer  who  is  not  ready  to  go  again  with  him  at  any  time,  on  what¬ 
ever  perilous  expedition,  for  we  trust  and  believe  in  him  as  a  man  to  stand  cool  and 
brave  in  the  moment  of  the  greatest  danger,  as  we  had  occasion  to  find  out.  Much 
we  owe  to  him. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Evert  Johnson, 

John  Flehe, 

Carl  Petersen, 

C.  Ludwig, 

Hugo  Bengteson, 

Boatmen. 


The  Captain  of  the  Life-Saving  Station, 

Galveston ,  Tex. 


Richmond,  Tex.,  January  — ,  1914- 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  at  hand,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  you 
the  following  facts  in  regard  to  Mr.  William  J.  McIntosh,  who  was  with  us  during  our 
recent  Brazos  flood. 

On  December  9  one  of  the  lifeboats  was  launched  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
cross  the  river  at  a  point  between  the  county  and  railroad  bridges,  this  boat  being 
manned  by  nine  men.  W  hen  the  current  was  reached  the  boat  became  unmanage¬ 
able  and  was  carried  very  swiftly  to  the  railroad  bridge  and  capsized.  Clyde  Johnson, 
a  prominent  young  man  of  this  place  and  a  son  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Johnson,  and  who  was 
acting  as  pilot  of  the  capsized  boat,  managed  to  reach  the  frail  branches  of  a  small 
willow  tree.  The  day  of  the  9th  was  extremely  cold,  with  a  stiff  northeast  wind  blow¬ 
ing,  and  as  Johnson  was  dressed  in  heavy  clothes  and  had  on  an  overcoat  he  was  abso¬ 
lutely  helpless.  Seven  of  the  crew  of  the  capsized  boat  reached  the  bank  safely  and 
were  pulled  out  by  citizens.  One  man,  however.  Stone  Anderson,  who  was  evi¬ 
dently  stunned  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  bridge,  was  not  again  seen  until  January 
9,  when  his  body  was  found  9  miles  below  here.  lie  was  buried  in  the  Masonic  ceme¬ 
tery  of  this  place  yesterday  by  the  citizens  of  Richmond. 

When  the  accident  occurred  the  bridge  and  the  banks  of  the  river  were  thronged 
with  citizens  of  Richmond,  and  some  one  hallooed,  “Save  Clyde  Johnson.”  Without 
hesitation  Surfman  McIntosh  jumped  into  the  water  and  swam  to  Johnson.  A  line 
was  then  thrown  out,  which  he  tied  around  Johnson.  Johnson  was  pulled  out,  but 
McIntosh  swam  ashore,  where  he  was  met  by  W.  M.  Andrus  and  escorted  to  the  car, 
where  he  obtained  dry  clothes. 

The  second  boat  being  now  launched,  Mr.  McIntosh  took  charge  of  it,  with  W.  M. 
Andrus  acting  as  pilot,  and  together  they  rescued  Mr.  Pitts  and  wife  and  four  children 
from  an  extremely  dangerous  point  4  miles  below  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  the 
current  was  extremely  strong  and  very  difficult  to  row  through. 

Mr.  McIntosh  was  out  in  the  bottom  every  day  until  the  water  began  to  recede, 
and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  saving  lives  of  the  people  who  were  caught  by 
the  flood. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  make  this  statement,  as  we  consider  Mr.  McIntosh  a  very 
brave,  energetic,  and  capable  life-saver. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  B.  Wessendoref, 

Mayor ,  Richmond ,  Tex. 

W.  M.  Andrus, 

President  Andrus  Abstract  Co 

Mr.  Meigs  0.  Frost, 

Secretary  Galveston  Commercial  Association ,  Galveston ,  Tex 
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Elizabeth,  La.,  January  11,  1914. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  I  beg  to  state  that  there  were  two  men 
who  gave  me  aid,  and  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  one  deserves  as  much  credit  as  the  other. 
These  two  men  were  IVm,  J.  McIntosh,  an  employee  of  the  Life-Saving  Service,  and 
John  Flehe.  I  am  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  a  good  word  for  both. 
Respectfully, 

Clyde  Johnson. 


Capt.  B.  L.  Reed,  Galveston,  Tex. 


Rosenberg,  Tex.,  December  14,  1913. 

Sir:  The  bearers,  Wm,  J.  McIntosh  and  John  Singer,  members  of  your  crew  at 
Galveston,  have  been  here  with  myself  and  others  in  the  rescue  work  of  the  flooded 
district.  All  work  being  over,  all  crews  are  ordered  in.  Would  like  to  say  these 
two  men  have  done  valuable  work,  and  willingly  recommend  them  to  your  special 
notice. 

B.  G.  Birdsall, 

Xavigat ing  Officer  U.  S.  Transport  “Meade.” 

Supt.  Galveston  L.  S.  S. 


Galveston,  Tex.,  December  22,  1913. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  the  Galveston  central  relief  com¬ 
mittee,  in  charge  of  relief  work  for  the  city  of  Galveston  for  the  flood  area  of  the  Brazos 
and  Colorado  Rivers,  directs  your  attention  to  the  very  efficient  services  performed 
by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Galveston  Life-Saving  Station  in  connection 
with  this  relief  work  in  the  Brazos  and  Colorado  river  bottoms. 

When  the  first  call  came  for  assistance  from  the  afflicted  area  Capt.  Phillips  very 
promptly  responded  with  a  motor  boat  and  a  lifeboat  and  proceeded,  together  with 
this  equipment  and  six  members  of  his  crew,  on  a  special  train  into  the  territory  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Hempstead,  Xavasota,  Millican,  Wellborn,  and  Bryan.  This  party  was 
instrumental  in  removing  134  people  from  places  of  danger  to  safety  and  carriecl  pro¬ 
visions  to  a  large  number  of  others  who  were  cut  off  from  communication  but  who  were 
not  in  immediate  danger.  They  were  out  a  total  of  9  days  and  suffered  severely 
from  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  and  the  entire  absence  of  proper  and  sufficient 
food  or  shelter.  Their  work  was  performed  under  the  greatest  difficulties  and,  we  are 
very  glad  indeed  to  add,  cheerfully  and  willingly. 

When  the  second  call  for  assistance  came  and  we  again  appealed  to  the  life-saving 
station  for  assistance  that  appeal  was  promptly  answered  by  Surfmen  William  J. 
McIntosh  and  J.  A.  Singer,  who  responded  promptly,  and  in  company  with  others  from 
Galveston  proceeded  into  the  territory  in  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  Rosenberg, 
and  Orchard.  This  party  was  instrumental  in  rescuing  approximately  400  people 
from  places  of  danger,  and  because  of  the  fact  that  the  other  members  of  this  rescue 
party  were  untrained  in  the  work  the  sendees  of  Surfmen  McIntosh  and  Singer  were 
especially  valuable,  they  being  capable  of  and  actually  directing  the  operations  of 
this  party,  which  resulted  in  the  effective  work  thus  accomplished  by  this  rescue 
crew. 

Continued  calls  for  further  relief  and  assistance  coming  in,  a  third  appeal  was  made 
to  the  life-saving  station  at  Galveston.  This  appeal  was  responded  to  by  Surfman  Jo¬ 
seph  Evans,  who  assumed  charge  of  the  motor  boat  and  lifeboat  then  remaining  at 
the  station,  and  proceeded  with  a  cargo  of  supplies  as  far  as  San  Luis  Pass,  where  he 
turned  the  command  over  to  Capt.  Corbel  at  that  station,  and  then  proceeded  in  that 
expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  where,  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  surrounding 
him,  he  worked  in  distributing  the  food  supplies  to  the  suffering  and  destitute  people 
in  that  vicinity,  and  succeeded  in  delivering  his  supplies  to  those  needing  them. 

The  Galveston  central  relief  committee  desires  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  to  the  special  services  performed  by  Capt.  Phillips,  Surfmen  McIntosh,  Singer, 
and  Evans,  and  the  members  of  the  crews  who  participated  in  this  relief  expedition 
work.  The  work  which  these  crews  were  called  upon  to  perform  was  of  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  character.  The  exceedingly  swift  currents  in  the  overflowed  areas,  the  drift, 
the  eddies,  barbed-wire  fences,  and  other  obstacles  made  it  a  matter  of  great  risk  to 
those  participating  in  the  relief  work  in  the  performance  of  this  service.  The  Galves¬ 
ton  central  relief  committee  desires  to  particularly  commend  to  your  attention  the 
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officers  and  members  of  the  life-saving  crews  who  participated  in  this  work.  The 
hours  of  service  were  long,  the  duties  arduous,  the  supplies,  food,  and  shelter  entirely 
inadequate.  Yet  it  was  remarked  by  those  in  a  position  to  see  and  know  that  the 
services  required  of  the  members  of  these  crews  were  performed  without  complaint 
and  in  a  generous  and  manly  spirit. 

Respectfully, 

Galveston  Central  Relief  Committee, 
Harry  A.  Black,  Chairman. 

Hon.  William  G.  McAdoo, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Freeport,  Tex.,  January  26,  1914. 

Dear  Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  Freeport  Commerce  League,  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  secretary,  and  the  citizens  as  well  of  Freeport,  Angleton,  Velasco,  Columbia, 
Brazoria,  and  other  near-by  communities,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  the  heroic,  splendid,  and  timely  work  done  by  Capt.  J.  P.  Steinhart  and  his  crew 
of  the  Velasco  Life-Saving  Station  in  the  recent  Texas  flood  period. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  when  the  commercial  bodies  of  Galveston  and  Houston 
wrote  the  department  in  praise  of  the  Galveston  and  San  Luis  captains  and  crews  they 
failed  to  make  mention  of  the  crew  in  our  district,  for  I  know  of  no  crew  that  worked, 
in  the  Brazos-Colorado  Rivers  flooded  district  that  did  more  efficient  or  more  needed 
work  than  Capt.  Steinhart  and  his  men  in  their  two  boats. 

Capt.  Steinhart  and  his  crew  were  in  the  midst  of  the  raging  waters  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  succoring  lives,  and  relieving  distress  and  hunger,  from  Tuesday 
night,  December  9,  to  Monday,  December  15.  In  that  time  the  men  in  the  two  boats 
rescued  178  people — a  record,  I  believe,  for  the  life-saving  crews  in  this  particular 
flood  for  the  time  they  were  out. 

As  I  was  with  Capt.  Steinhart  and  his  men  as  a  volunteer,  I  can  testify  as  to  the 
hardships  which  they  suffered  without  complaining,  of  the  untold  suffering  they 
relieved,  and  of  the  welcome  succor  they  brought  to  people  in  dire  distress,  that  only 
volumes  could  fittingly  and  fully  describe.  It  was  magnificent,  heroic,  and  noble 
work,  and  the  people  of  Texas,  in  the  district  in  which  they  so  valiantly  and  ably 
worked,  are  anxious  that  you  call  the  attention  of  all  the  high  officials  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  their  record,  and  respectfully  ask  that  the  department  record  their 
splendid  achievements  along  with  those  of  the  San  Luis  Pass  and  Galveston  crews. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  heed  to  our  prayer,  I  remain, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  W.  Smith, 

Secretary  Freeport  Commerce  League. 

S.  I.  Kimball,  Esq., 

General  Superintendent  United  States  Life-Saving  Service, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Respectfully, 


S.  I.  Kimball, 

General  Superintendent . 
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